Most of the farmers in India depend on agriculture and allied activities. The dairying has been playing a major role by providing livelihoods to the rural people. The objectives of the study are: to know the growth in the bovine population in India, analyse the trends in milk production and per capita availability of milk and analyse the share of livestock production in GDP. The study reveals that the percentage share of cows declined and that of buffaloes significantly increased. It is due to high price for buffalo milk. It is observed that the percentage of CB cattle in total cattle increased and that of indigenous cattle population declined. The per capita availability of milk increased from 130 grams per day in 1950 to 299 grams in 2012. The share of livestock sector in agriculture GDP also increased from 13.88% in 1980-81 to 29.20% in 2012-13. Among the top ten countries in the world India is in 2 nd position in cow milk production. It is also evident that among the top ten countries India is in 1 st position in buffalo milk production. It is observed that the milk yield per head is low in India. Hence there is need to raise the milk yield in order to enhance the per capita availability of milk and to meet the increasing demand. Measures must also be taken to protect the cattle and to increase their number.
INTRoDuCTIoN
Agricultural sector plays a key role in the development of Indian economy. But most of the Indian farmers depend on monsoons. The evidence shows that frequent crop failures occur due to low rainfall and natural calamities. Most of the farmers in India depend on agriculture and allied activities. Among the allied activities the dairying has been playing a major role by providing livelihoods to the rural people. About 70% of rural households own livestock. Small and marginal farmers account for more than 60% of the total households. objectives of the study 1. To know the growth in the bovine population in India 2.
To analyse the trends in milk production and per capita availability of milk 3.
To analyse the share of livestock production in GDP 4.
To know the world estimates of live stock population & production 5.
To present the concluding remarks.
Data Base and Methodology
This study depends on Secondary data. The data relating to livestock, milk production, per capita availability and agriculture & allied activities have been collected from Animal Husbandry department at Hyderabad, Reports of Centre for Economic and Social Studies (CESS), National Institute of Rural Development (NIRD), journals and other sources.
Census-Wise Livestock Population of India
Census Bovines: Cattle, buffaloes. 
C a t e g o r y -W i s e d i s t r i bu t i o n o f B ovine population

Milk Production and Per Capita Availability of Milk
Milk production and per capita availability of milk in India is shown in table 3. In 1950-51 the total milk production was 17 Million Tonnes (MTs). Human 
Share of Agriculture & Allied activities and Livestock sector in GDP of India
The share of agriculture sector in GDP of India at constant prices from 1980-81 to 2012-13 is shown in table 5. Here agriculture sector includes 
Comparison with world Estimates
In 2008-09 there were 207 countries in the world with 1347.473 millions of cattle. In the top ten countries in cow milk production India is in 2 nd position. India's contribution to the world milk production declined from 13.02 percent in 2008-09 to 9.5 percent in 2011-12.
In 2008-09 there were 41 countries with 180.703 millions of buffaloes. In top 10 countries in buffalo milk production India is in 1 st position.
Indonesia and Thailand are in 9 th and 10 th positions respectively. India's contribution to the world buffalo milk production declined from 54.56 percent in 2008-09 to 52 percent in 2011-12. However India is still in the 1 st position. Srilanka and Turkey are in 9 th and 10 th positions respectively. Despite India being the largest milk producer in the world, its yield continues to remain low at 1.1 tonnes per head during 2010-12. USA has the world's highest milk yield with 9.7 tonnes per head followed by European Union (6.6 tonnes per head) during the same period.
CoNCLuSIoN
It is observed that the buffalo population is increasing. But the growth in cattle and total live stock was negative in 2012. The percentage of cross breed cattle is increasing while that of indigenous is declining slowly. In 2012 the percentage of male cattle in total indigenous cattle was high (41.0%) and the same in crossbreed cattle was low at 15.0%. The production of milk and per capita availability of milk increased significantly over a period of time. At the same time the share of live stock sector in Agriculture GDP showed increasing trend. The statistics reveal that India is the largest milk producer in the world. But the milk yield per head is low. Hence there is need to raise the milk yield in order to enhance the per capita availability of milk and to meet the increasing demand. Measures must be taken to protect the cattle and to increase their number.
